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Greetings,

Here in Portland, all the unseasonal June rainfall
has revealed a lush and verdant summer scene

in the Pacific Northwest, especially at Portland
Japanese Garden. We’re more than halfway
through another exceptional year, and I take
great pleasure in reaching out to share some of
the highlights of what we’ve been up to.

First, I want to share some very exciting news.
Her Imperial Highness, Princess Takamado

has agreed to give the welcome address, to be
conveyed by her daughter, Her Imperial Highness,
Princess Tsuguko, at our inaugural Peace
Symposium, “Peacemaking at the Intersection of
Culture, Art, and Nature” in Tokyo! Taro Kono,
the esteemed eight-term member of the House
of Representatives as well as the Minister of
Digital Affairs of Japan has graciously agreed to
also give a keynote speech. Furthermore, James
Kondo, Chairman of the International House

of Japan, co-organizer of the symposium, will

be giving remarks. We couldn’t ask for a more
honorable presence to kick off our international

programming this year.
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“Peacemaking at the Intersection of Culture, Art,
and Nature,” will be held on September 21st, on
the United Nation’s International Day of Peace

at the International House of Japan’s Iwasaki
Koyata Memorial Hall. These symposia are our
signature program coming out of Japan Institute
and is part of our Peace Programs series —
special events and experiences created to inspire
conversations about peace through the lens of
cultural diplomacy. Ultimately, the Japan Institute
will hold six Peace Symposia on six continents
over the course of three years — the first fittingly
being in Tokyo, Japan. Our time in Tokyo will

be preceded by a presentation of replicas of

our beloved Peace Lantern as symbolic gifts to
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and Tokyo. The second
Peace Symposium will be in London, UK, at the
historic Guildhall on December 6th.

As we head full speed ahead towards September,
we’ve also been witnessing the world come to
Portland through our programs, and the ideals
of the Garden and Portland being spread to the

world.
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In June, we hosted the American Public Gardens 6 F IR TR AN FEREH 2 (APGA) DIE IR R D3R —
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the world and to learn about Portland Japanese
Garden and how we operate and engage with
our community.




oyal Botanic Gardens

In July, we partnered with the Sasakawa Peace
Foundation USA to bring their marquee program,
The Alliance Working in America, to Portland.
Experts in government, business, education,
international affairs, and sustainability came
together to discuss the key building blocks of the
bilateral relationship between Oregon and Japan,
through a particular lens of the environment

and the creative culture with Portland, and
Portland Japanese Garden as a fitting backdrop.
Furthermore, we hosted Richard Deverell,
Director of Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew (UK) as
a guest lecturer to elevate the dialogue around the
role of gardens in our own backyard, exploring
how gardens can be a metaphor for social change.

It has been an incredible year of reconnection
and conversation and there’s still so much more to
go. In the rush of my day, sometimes I forget that
the Garden is just outside my window. I remind
myself to make a deliberate effort to put down my
phone, close my computer, and stroll the paths

for a moment of peace. I hope that wherever you
are, you will also take some time to step out into
nature (or visit the Garden!) — who knows, our
paths may cross!

With gratitude,

e

Steve Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
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