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Greetings,

Spring has finally arrived, which means our
gardeners are busy with cleanup from the long
winter. These are the weeks where we prepare
Portland Japanese Garden for the many members
and guests who will visit in the coming months
from all around the world, seeking the one-of-a-
kind experience they’ve heard so much about.
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Throughout 2023, with the Garden’s 6oth
anniversary, we will look back at the storied
journey we have taken together to arrive at this
moment where an exciting new future is in store.
Right around this time last year, we celebrated the
official acquisition of the property that will serve
as Japan Institute’s campus. Since then, we’ve
propelled forward in achieving several milestones
of Japan Institute’s programming, including the
successful launch of our flagship International
Peace Symposia series, Peacemaking at the Intersection
of Culture, Art, and Nature in Tokyo on September
21st, the United Nations International Day of
Peace, and most recently in London last December.

Concurrent to the Peace Symposium in London,
we hosted a patron tour with the goal of building
global relationships in the fulfillment of our
mission. Our trip to London for this symposium
was followed by a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to travel to Oslo, Norway and attend the Nobel
Peace Prize awards ceremony, held each year

on December 10th. The work of the Nobel Peace
Center aligns well with our own values, and
collaborating with our friends there can serve to
magnify and multiply the impact of the work we
both do towards advancing our mission of /nspiring
Harmony and Peace.
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Japan Institute has also been bringing joy to

our Oregon community at Portland Japanese
Garden through our first art exhibition of the
year, Subtle Intimacy: Here and There (3/18-6/12).

Rui Sasaki, a world-renowned glass artist; hailed
as "the Japanese glass virtuoso" by 7he New York
Times, was named Japan Institute's inaugural
Artist-in-Residence. Over the past year, Rui
traveled to Portland twice to be in residence to
collect plant life from Portland Japanese Garden
to be integrated in her work, as well as to be
inspired by the both the manicured beauty of
our own Garden, but also by the wild nature that
characterizes the Pacific Northwest. Sasaki's
residence gave her the opportunity to immerse
her body and spirit in Portland, allowing her to
interpret its essence through her art. The effect is
stunning and opens a new window from which to
view Portland Japanese Garden.
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There are many people over the past 60 years who
have left an indelible mark on the Garden and by
extension the world, through the work they have
done to advance this organization and its mission.
We had the distinct honor and pleasure this year
to celebrate two such people in our midst for their
extraordinary talents. Diane Durston, Curator
Emerita, who received the Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold and Silver Rays, and Sadafumi Uchiyama,
our Chief Curator, awarded the Foreign Minister’s

Commendation from the Foreign Ministry of Japan.

These awards are a testament to both Durston
and Uchiyama’s lifelong passion and commitment
to spreading the ideals of Japanese beauty and
culture, which transcends far beyond Portland
Japanese Garden to the world.

We have so much to look forward to in our

auspicious 6oth year. I am energized and inspired
by the company we keep, near and far. Thank you
for continuing to be a part of this important work.

With gratitude,

P W

Steve Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
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